[Oncogenes: a ray of light on the genesis and therapy of cancer?].
The criteria that have led to the hypothesis according to which oncogenes play a role in the pathogenesis of cancer are briefly reviewed: "Certain genes normally present in cells in which they exert physiologic functions may become altered so as to induce cancer. Before acquiring carcinogenic properties, i.e. while they still exert their physiological function, these genes are referred to as proto-oncogenes; once they acquire their carcinogenic properties, they are called oncogenes". The importance modern techniques of molecular biology (genetic engineering and recombinant DNA) have had for the formulation of this hypothesis is stressed, as well as the involuntary contribution of retroviruses. The prospects are examined for therapeutic application that might derive from the oncogene hypothesis.